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ways in her thoughtless behaviour she was the
forerunner of Marie-Antoinette; she acted on the
stage, ruined herself by the extravagance of her
wardrobe, sought the society of young people who
got her into difficulties, and gave no thought
whatever to the consequences of her actions.

A household containing a couple with such widely
divergent tastes as those of the Duke and Duchess
of Burgundy accounts for the duality existing in
the soul of Louis XV. On one side Puritanical
strictness, scrupulous piety, natural aversion from
pleasures; on the other the heedless and lively
disposition, Italian and French at the same time, of
a victim to worldly pleasures who was good at heart.

Louis XV assimilated and transformed the
mixture of contradictory qualities to which he was
heir. Certain of his mental traits also could be
traced back to his mother's mother, the Duchess
Anne of Orleans, daughter of Philip of Orleans, a
model wife and a careful educator, or to his uncle
the Duke of Berry, whose mildness and kindliness
never succeeded in controlling the violence of his
wife.

Physically there are as many similiarities. To his
parents he owes his fine eyes with their perfectly
pencilled brows, a glance lively, keen and fascinat-
ing. The faultless red lips, the delicacy of his
features, the slightly elongated oval of his face
came from the Duke of Burgundy. In return he
inherited from his mother a clear complexion and
elegant bearing very different from his father's
swarthiness and crooked body supported by